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Public statement 
Sept. 23, 2022 
 
All, 
 
The University Heights Neighborhood Association (UHNA) realizes recent events and discussions 
surrounding the rezoning case at National and Sunshine may be confusing and reflecting negatively on 
the neighborhood and community. We want to reiterate our position on the rezoning case and clarify 
our stance. 
 
UHNA is opposed to the request to rezone the properties at National and Sunshine to General Retail. 
General Retail is the most intense commercial use and offers no assurances for compatibility with 
surrounding neighborhood uses or character and would have a negative impact on the surrounding 
properties for reasons including creating further traffic issues at an already challenging location. 
 
Each zoning case is unique, and UHNA takes these matters very seriously. We work diligently to 
educate ourselves on the facts of each case and applicable processes and procedures so we can react with 
well-informed, thoughtful responses. 
 
UHNA continues to work to maintain our vision to “be a destination residence for those who seek the 
benefits of center-city living in a historic neighborhood.” We believe respectful and productive 
discourse between all parties is a must. We will not tolerate or condone inappropriate actions, insults, 
threats, trespassing or vandalism of any kind. We support everyone’s right to their opinion and strive to 
create an environment for civil discourse between all parties. 
 
We maintain a willingness to work with all residents, developers and the city to find a productive path 
forward for our neighborhood and surrounding corridors. 
 
We respect the city’s processes and procedures for planning and zoning and support the creation and 
implementation of the Forward SGF comprehensive plan. 
 
Previous rezoning cases for one of the properties in question occurred prior to UHNA being recognized 
by the city as an organized neighborhood association. 
 
Over the last few weeks, actions taken by a few individual neighbors have taken the spotlight, reflecting 
poorly upon the neighborhood and jeopardizing the ability of all parties involved to have productive 
conversations about the issues at hand. 
 



A group of University Heights neighbors has been distributing materials and petitions and holding 
meetings to address the zoning issue. While we respect their passion to oppose the rezoning request, we 
need to clarify that these individuals do not officially represent all UHNA members and neighbors 
surrounding the properties affected by the zoning request. 
 
Additionally, a UHNA member has filed a lawsuit against the UHNA Board of Directors to obtain the 
UHNA membership database. The time and energy spent addressing the lawsuit would have been 
much better served focusing on the rezoning case. 
 
UHNA has worked with city officials throughout the Forward SGF planning process and has discussed 
the possibility of creating a neighborhood corridor plan to help address zoning pressures along National 
and Sunshine. The planning department has been very receptive but has not been able to assist in 
specific planning efforts for this area to this date. The Forward SGF plan will not be able to directly 
address our concerns with the form and place-based zoning regulations for some time. 
 
Community involvement is critical to our planning and zoning process, and we ask for cooperation for 
all parties to help us set a healthy and productive path forward. 
 

– University Heights Neighborhood Association Board of Directors 


